
 

 

All proceeds from the Christ-
mas Festival go directly to 
the school.  

 
e had such a great 
time at the Visitation 
Grade School Christ-

mas Festival in 2014 that we 
made it a point to volunteer for 
2015.   

Director Maureen Mikulski 
and Jim’s Aunt Chris were 
there to assist the children in 
purchasing Christmas gifts for 
their loved ones.  

The school auditorium was 
filled with  wonderful donated 
items for the children to pur-
chase – toys, jewelry, clothing, 
vases, candles, Christmas 
items, to name a few.   The children had  fun careful-

ly selecting just the right gift 
for their family and friends.  

 
im’s Bridge was proud 
to continue its practice 
of donating Christmas 

gifts for children who might 
not otherwise receive pre-
sents during the Christmas 
Holiday.  

We sponsored a family of six 
through Chicago Catholic 
Charities, making sure each 
family member had warm 
clothing, blankets and, for 
the children, a toy or book.   

 

At the Erie Neighborhood 
House, we sponsored five 
children for their “Christmas 
with a Heart” program, donat-
ing toys, games and puzzles. 

Directors John, Maureen and 
Kathy Mikulski joined other 
volunteers at the Erie Neigh-
borhood House to wrap gifts 
for close to 400 children.    

The gifts were delivered by 
Santa Claus in a special break-
fast event the next day.  
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 “To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote 

from the story here.” 

We are very grateful to those who volunteer with us at Chicago area race events.  This is an im-
portant way that our charity generates funds to support our mission of helping less fortunate school 

children, while also promoting health and wellness for our volunteers.  The race organizers will make 
a donation to Jim’s Bridge based on our total number of volunteers.  Thank you volunteers! 
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e were pleased to be 
invited to this year’s 
Donor Day at St. 

Gall School as part of their 
Catholic Schools Week. 

Directors Maureen Mikulski 
and Hugh O’Neill participated 
on behalf of Jim’s Bridge.  It 
was great to meet with other 
donors and the school Princi-
pal. 

It was also Career Day and 
we visited with the St. Gall 
alumni and friends who were 
there to talk to the children 
about their careers, including 
a lawyer, judge, physicians, 
police officers and engineer.  
The children even dressed up  
as their chosen career. It was 
quite an exciting day for the 
children and us! 

 
n October 27, 2015, 
Directors John and 
Maureen Mikulski 

visited St. Gall Catholic 
School to say ‘hello’ to our 
four 2015-2016 school year 
scholarship recipients.   

We talked with them about 
their favorite classes and spe-
cial events that they will be 
having in the school year such 
as Graduation and First Com-
munion.   We listened to their 
plans for what they want to be 
when they grow up and en-
couraged them to continue to 

do well in school.  It was a 
very rewarding day for us. 

 
n January, at our meeting 
with Sister Jean and Sister 
Diane, we  discussed  the 

programs that Jim’s Bridge 
sponsored so far this year in-
cluding an Anti-Bullying pro-
gram, after school sports ac-
tivities  and a performance for 
Hispanic Heritage Month.  

For the rest of the year we will 
fund the  Hoops Tournament, 

in-school artistic performanc-
es and the annual Academic 
Awards.  

We visited our two scholar-
ships winners and encour-
aged them to continue to do 
well in school.  

We also delivered several 
boxes of school books and 
supplies donated by a friend! 
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The James F. Mikulski Memorial Group awards scholarships and sponsors in-school and after 
school academic, athletic and artistic programs  for schools in underserved areas of Chicago.  
Here are highlights from some of our recent activities with the schools.  



 

 

 
he 2015 Annual Report for the 
James F. Mikulski Memorial 
Group was recently published.  

It is  on our website at www.jfmmemorial.org. We are very 
proud of our accomplishments in 2015: 

 Welcomed the Erie Neighborhood House as a new 
sponsored organization (www.eriehouse.org).  

 Increased the number of volunteer races resulting in a 
higher number of volunteers and donations. 

 Maintained low operating expense - 92 cents of every 
dollar donated goes directly to benefit the children. 

 Sustained our scholarships and school program support for 
St. Gall and Visitation. 

 
To our donors, volunteers, family and friends, thank you for 

making 2015 a very successful year for the James F. Mikulski 
Memorial Group.   We will always miss Jim so dearly, but it 
makes us proud to see how the charity in his honor makes a 
difference for others.  

We look forward to furthering our mission in 2016! 

 

 

The James F. Mikulski Memorial Group, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) tax 
exempt charitable organization that was formed to establish a 
legacy of sharing, caring and helping others in memory of James 
F. Mikulski, who passed away suddenly on October 2, 2013. 

Jim’s family has chosen to honor his life by giving back in a way 
that will directly benefit less fortunate children in the Chicago 
area. The charity accomplishes this through scholarships and 
support for school programs. It is run entirely by volunteers. Our 
operating costs are kept minimal so that your donations can be 
focused on the children we support. 

Please consider a donation at www.jfmmemorial.org  or to 

James F. Mikulski Memorial Group 
405 Shadow Creek Court 
Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Your donation is tax deductible to the extent allowed by the IRS.  

 
new Facebook page for “Jim’s Bridge to a Brighter 
Future” has been launched! This page is used to 
communicate about upcoming races, to display photos 

from race events and to provide news about the work we have 
done with the schools and organizations we support.  

Check it out and give us a “Like” 

https://www.facebook.com/JimsBridge/ 
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